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  Who are we? 

Queensland Water and Land Carers Inc. (QWaLC) is the peak body for NRM volunteers in 

Queensland. We are an independent, non-government, not-for-profit organisation. QWaLC formed 

in April 2004 to fill an important need in supporting the valuable work of volunteer community 

groups in the Natural Resources Management sector across Queensland. We currently have a 

membership of over 300 groups with close to 30,000 individual members. We work on behalf of 

thousands of natural resource management volunteers across our vast state.  

How do we operate? 

The organisation is answerable to our membership, which is made up of a broad range of volunteer 

NRM groups. Members include Landcare, Coastcare, Waterwatch, Bushcare, catchment 

associations, conservation groups regional bodies and subregional organisations.  

The organisation is incorporated and governed by a constitution* that sets out the objectives, 

powers and administrative arrangements.  

QWaLCôs network extends across the 14 NRM regions of Queensland, each of which is represented 

by a QWaLC Board Member elected from the regional groups. The Board Members participate on a 

board of management.  

For QWaLCs constitution go to:  

http://QWaLC. org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/2014.08.13. QWaLC-CONSTITUTION-Final.pdf  
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What is our role? 

As Queenslandôs peak body for NRM volunteers, QWaLC fulfils the following roles:  

  

NetworkingðQWaLC is part of a large NRM network that encompasses volunteer NRM groups, 

regional bodies, government representatives and industry personnel. We facilitate the exchange of 

strategies, information, skills and resources. We develop and improve links between volunteer NRM 

groups, regional organisations and government agencies.  

  

PromotionðQWaLC is dedicated to promoting the achievements of natural resource 

management volunteers across the state.  

  

RepresentationðA community representative board is a core pillar to the overall make up of 

QWaLC ï and these members ensure that community volunteers have an opportunity to participate 

and contribute to policies and issues that specifically relate to their region at a localised level. It is 

the role of your Board members to ensure that they actively engage with member groups and bring 

forward their views and opinions to be represented at a State and National levels.  

  

AdvocacyðQWaLC exists in Queensland to advocate specifically on behalf of NRM volunteers. 

The volunteer NRM sector is vital to the Queensland economy, investing many thousands of hours 

of volunteerôs time into practical environmental outcomes. QWaLC role is to ensure that this 

contribution is an important consideration in any decisions made regarding the voluntary NRM 

sector.  

  

InsuranceðQWaLC assists groups in their practical work throughout the state by the 

provision of three vital insurance policies - Association Liability; Public and Products Liability; 

and Volunteer Accident.  
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QWaLC Board  

QWaLCôs Board plays an integral part of its role as the peak body for natural resource management 

(NRM) volunteers. The Board consists of a community representative from across each of Queenslandôs 

14 NRM regions.  Our Regional Board Members represent their regions and highlight the issues and 

achievements in each allowing QWaLC to be truly representative of the whole State and to keep in 

touch with on-ground volunteers. 

  

The Board (*QWaLC Executive) 

Region     Role    Name 

Qld. Murray Darling     Chair     Geoff Elliot* 

Southern/Northern Gulf    Deputy Chair    Mark van Ryt* 

Wet Tropics      Treasurer    John Reghenzani* 

South East Qld.     Secretary    Bardhold Blecken* 

Burnett Mary     Board Member  Phil Moran  

Cape York & Torres Strait    Board Member  Jason Carroll 

Fitzroy      Board Member  Michelle McRae  

Burdekin/Mackay Whitsunday   Board Member  Graham Armstrong  

Desert Channels     awaiting election   - 

Condamine      awaiting election   - 

South West Qld     awaiting election   - 

Staff 

Statewide     Executive Officer   Darryl Ebenezer  
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Our people.  
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  Chairõs Report  

 

It was an honour to be nominated to the position of Chair of QWaLC 

at the last Annual General Meeting late November of 2015.   

Over the last 12 months a dedicated incoming Executive worked  

consistently to achieve numerous outcomes.  The Executive team  

comprised Deputy Chair Mark Van Ryt (Southern and Northern Gulf),  

Treasurer John Reghenzani (Terrain) and Secretary Bardhold Blecken (South  

East Queensland).  Thank you all for your extra input behind the scenes to keep the wheels turning.  

Also, recognition must be given to outgoing Chair, Rhondda Alexander, for all of her hard work over the 

last 6 years. Rhondda left the position with the organisation primed and ready to go. 

Acknowledgement and appreciation is also extended to the rest of the Board for their consistent input 

toward the smooth operating of QWaLC throughout the year.  Board members include Michelle Hanrahan 

(Fitzroy), Graham Armstrong (Mackay/Whitsunday) Philip Moran (Burnett Mary) John Giese (Cape York) 

who resigned in April 2016, and was replaced by Jason Carroll. 

Recognition and thanks are also extended to our Executive Officer, Darryl Ebenezer, for his support and 

constant diligent endeavours in pursuing QWaLCôs roles and agendas.  

In June 2016 our Community Relations Officer, Anna Watson, was farewelled after 6 years working for 

QWaLC.  Anna was nearing the end of her physiotherapy degree and left to pursue a career in this field.  

We wish Anna all the best for the future.  Darryl is now our only fulltime employee, having engaged 

contractors to fulfil the tasks of communications and administration. 

Over the past 12 months, QWaLCôs activities on behalf of our many NRM volunteer members have 

included:  

Representation 

Itôs encouraging to see the membership continually growing. As the peak body for natural resource 

management in the Qld, QWaLC provides key services for well over three hundred incorporated groups 

and over 30,000 volunteers throughout the state. 

Advocacy   

We have continued to conduct listening forums throughout Queensland and it has been of interest to 

note that the priority items of 12 months ago are still of major concern today.  As advocate for NRM 

volunteers throughout the State, in November 2015 Darryl and I met with three of the opposition Shadow 

Ministers to discuss issues described below.   In early 2016 we again met with three sitting Labour 

Ministers, Anthony Lynham, Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, Stephen Miles, Minister for 

Environment and Heritage Protection, and Lynette Donaldson, Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries.  At 
these meetings all three ministers were prepared to listen to our concerns but the consistent message 

received was that for action to occur there needs to be a groundswell and pressure from all elected 

members, in order for government to make change.  To effect this change we need to encourage all 
volunteers to make contact with and talk to their local members of parliament.  


