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Wet Tropics 
Jeffery Baines 

Thank you for the opportunity to represent the Wet 

Tropics region of Queensland as a QWaLC Director. 

Together with my role as Councillor in the Cassowary 

Coast Regional Council I have been provided with a 

broad platform to engage in forums that are 

important for the region in natural resource 

management, agriculture, the tablelands, coastal 

management, the reef and the community. 

An important role for QWaLC Directors is to represent 

the organisation itself and the member groups which 

we support. Continued and consistent direct 

government and corporate funding provides the 

resources necessary to support groups and 

community to undertake the important onground 

activities. 

We have been successful in lobbying all levels 

government. I was recently in Canberra and was 

pleased to be able to lobby Senator Nita Green who is 

the Special Envoy for the Great Barrier Reef. She and 

the Hon Tanya Plibersek MP, Minister for the 

Environment and Water, both acknowledge the 

strength of partnerships between Traditional Owners 

(TO), grassroots NRM groups and local government. 

Building partnerships and collaborative projects with 

and for our members is important for the region. The 

Reef Guardian Councils program showcases 

environmentally sustainable practices undertaken by 

local governments in the Great Barrier Reef 

catchment. There is an opportunity for QWaLC 

members and TO's to partner with and layer funding 

arrangements with local government in this program. 

We also have ongoing partnerships with Terrain NRM 

and the Wet Tropics Waterway Partnership project. I 

was also able to lobby at local government level for 

the cleaner roads runoff trials, a potential opportunity 

for QWaLC to partner in revegetation programs. 
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Lastly but by no means least it is always good to see 

firsthand the local onground projects being 

undertaken by our member groups. 

I look forward to the coming year and being able to 

work with you all towards a stronger Wet Tropics 

region and across Queensland. 


























